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Section 1: OCVS News & Events.
+01: Panel discussion explores advocacy and partnership issues.
OCVS Director, Brenda Ratcliff, took part in a panel discussion on advocacy and partnership at the recent AGM of the NZ Federation of Voluntary Welfare Organisations. The panel responded to three questions on the topic: 
1. What is the distinction between advocacy and lobbying, and which do you welcome? 

2. What is the importance of advocacy in an ideal civil society? 

3. In respect to advocacy, are contracted voluntary welfare organisations agents of the state or independent parties? 

Brenda's take on the subject was that advocacy is very important for a civil society, and a recent example was the role of non-government organisations in the development of the UN convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.

A number of additional questions came from the floor and useful debate on the three questions followed. 
One authoritative reference emphasising the independence of community groups is Treasury's Guidelines for Contracting with Non-Government Organisations for Services Sought by the Crown (p.28), which states:  
"NGOs are not simply an extension of the Government, as they have their own objectives and interests. NGOs may be involved in activities that the Government does not wish to fund. NGOs in turn may only be interested in part of a service that a Government agency wishes to purchase."

For more on lobbying and influencing, visit http://www.goodpracticeparticipate.govt.nz/resources/literature/lobbying-influencing.html or see item 11 below.
+02: Defining the Non-Profit Sector: New Zealand published today.
The working paper Defining the Non-Profit Sector: New Zealand, published by Johns Hopkins University as part of its series from around the world, is available on the web and in print from Friday 29 September (after 4:30pm). 

The paper has four main sections: historical background, legal treatment, major types of non-profits and the structural-operational definition. It was written by a team of Massey University researchers, with guidance from the Committee for the Study of the NZ Non-Profit Sector, the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector (OCVS), and Johns Hopkins University (JHU). It is being published as part of an international comparative study of the non-profit sector. 

Read more about the Study of the NZ Non-Profit Sector at www.ocvs.govt.nz.
Download the report from www.ocvs.govt.nz (after 4:30pm) or order a free copy of this reference document by e-mailing ocvs@msd.govt.nz. 
+03: Thesis presentation at Communities and Government in Partnership Conference, Melbourne
OCVS Policy Analyst, Ann Walker, is due to complete her PHD in Public Policy this month at Victoria University. Ann’s thesis examines the Strengthening Families Initiative as a case study of government agencies working collaboratively. Ann is currently in Melbourne where she presented her findings to a major international conference on ‘Government and Communities in Partnership: From Theory to Practice’.  For more on the presentations at the conference, visit http://www.public-policy.unimelb.edu.au/conference06/presentations.html

For a New Zealand perspective on collaboration among government agencies, check out the literature review at http://www.msd.govt.nz/publications/journal/27-march-2006/27-pages183-198.html 
+04: E-Govt online participation project reference group established
OCVS Director, Brenda Ratcliff, has joined the reference group to advise and assist the Online Particiption project. The project is to develop a State Services framework to improve the opportunity for people to participate in government through the use of information and communication technology. Participation includes making government information available to people in accessible and relevant ways, and creating opportunities for people to be actively involved in the design and delivery of government policies and services. 

The project is being managed by Laura Sommer at the State Services Commission. Laura is establishing a 'community of practice' (made up of interested people from business, the community, government and academia) to help shape the framework for online participation.  The thoughts and ideas of the community of practice will be sought as the project progresses. To find out more about the online participation project or become part of the community of practice, contact Laura Sommer on 04 495 6674 or e-mail laura.sommer@ssc.govt.nz 

As part of the project, David Hume is also undertaking in-depth research with a small sample of 'regular' New Zealanders.  These individuals will provide basic information in an activity workbook, participate in an hour-long interview and a group discussion, and complete an exit survey on the process.  If you, or someone you know, is interested in being part of the research sample, contact David on 04 495 6727 or e-mail david.hume@ssc.govt.nz. He'll be able to explain more, before you commit yourself to involvement.

To find out more about e-Government, visit http://www.e.govt.nz/policy/participation  

To check out your current options to have your say, visit http://www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/HvYrSay/ 
or use your imagination to 'Explore Parliament' http://www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/Explore/2/a/0/2a01eda2b5344e05b9c3ca564efbda5c.htm 


+05: Good Practice in Action seminar to strengthen Government-volunteering interface.
The next Good Practice in Action seminar for public servants will explore ways to strengthen the government-volunteering interface.  Presentations will be made by Liz Burns (President of the International Association for Volunteer Effort), the Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management, SPARC (Sport and Recreation NZ) and the Office for Senior Citizens.  
The seminar on 24 November aims to help public servants implement the Government Policy on Volunteering, which recognises the huge contribution volunteers make to our society.

To find out about past and future GPIA seminars, see www.ocvs.govt.nz


+06: National Conference of Neighbourhood Support Groups
OCVS Senior Policy Analyst, Diana Suggate, will present at the Neighbourhood Support National Conference in Rotorua on 30 September 2006.  Diana will talk about the work of the OCVS and our role in supporting volunteering.

For more on OCVS's work to support volunteering, visit http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/work-programme/volunteering-policy.html 



+07: Wellington Regional Funders Forum set for 30 October.
The first regional funders forum for grant-makers and philanthropists will be held in Wellington on 30 October.  The forum is being organised by Philanthropy New Zealand, the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector and the Department of Internal Affairs to help funders share information and good practice on grantmaking.  The event will include private philanthropists, corporates, government grantmakers and representatives from various trusts who are based in Wellington or who fund projects in the wider Wellington region. 

Further information is available from Philanthropy New Zealand. Visit www.philanthropy.org.nz  or contact Rachel Roberts phone 04 499 4090   info@philanthropy.org.nz

[End of section 1].


++Section 2: Sector & Government News & Events.
If you have an event, conference or meeting related to community or voluntary issues, you are welcome to send a brief description of the event to us at ocvs@msd.govt.nz for inclusion in our email updates.

+08: Funding and sustainability focus of NZFVWO's New Dialogue.
The latest issue of New Dialogue magazine features "A few thoughts on funding the community and voluntary sector', by Katherine Baxter, General Manager, Social Inclusion and Participation (SIP) Unit, Ministry of Social Development.  The OCVS is part of SIP and the article includes an OCVS diagram of the funding continuum from unconditional grants to classical contracting.

You can check out the issue online at http://www.nzfvwo.org.nz/files/nd16web.htm#_Toc146276225 
or explore other government funding topics at www.goodpracticefunding.govt.nz. 

+09: Charities tax discussion document out next month.
In a media release, Revenue Minister Peter Dunne says the keenly-awaited discussion document on tax rebates for donations to charities and other non-profit organisations is expected to be released for public consultation next month.

See more at http://www.taxpolicy.ird.govt.nz/index.php?view=472.  


+10: International Volunteer Manager Appreciation Day approaching.
For the first time ever, 1 November this year is International Volunteer Manager Appreciation Day (IVMAD).  IVMAD recognises that behind the army of volunteers lies an equally dedicated group of individuals who are responsible for the co-ordination, support, training, administration and recruitment of the world's volunteers. These skilled professionals, who are often not well-paid, are adept at taking singular passion and turning it into effective action.  So mark the date in your calendars, and start thinking about how to make sure the people who act as leaders and catalysts get the recognition they deserve. 

Visit http://www.ivmaday.org or contact the Australasian Association of Volunteer Managers to find out more. 


+11: Canadian study explores community's influence on government decisions. 
The Muttart Foundation-commissioned report on 'Improving the non-profit, voluntary and charitable sector's effectiveness in influencing decisions of government' should be of interest to many in New Zealand, especially those observing the implementation of New Zealand's own Statement of Government Intentions for an Improved Community Government Relationship. 

Page 15 of the Canadian document summarises 4 recommendations: 

1. Help build the sector’s understanding, capacity and “street smarts” about government, politics and public-policy advocacy. 
2. Facilitate access by sector organisations to external, expert advice and assistance in public-policy advocacy. 
3. Promote, develop and disseminate knowledge and learning tools about public-policy advocacy. 

4. Confront key systemic barriers to citizen understanding, access and effectiveness in democratic decision-making. 

You can download the 84-page document from http://www.muttart.org/download/Influencing%20Decisions%20of%20Government.pdf 
+12: New look CommunityNet website makes finding information easy.
CommunityNet Aotearoa, the on-line information-sharing resource for community and voluntary groups, has had a makeover. The homepage and ‘look and feel’ have been refreshed to:
· make first time visitors feel welcome 

· help visitors find information easily 

· give repeat visitors faster routes to familiar information  
· present the site’s huge amount of information in a clear way 
· highlight key new information on the homepage, while keeping the homepage clear and concise 
The familiar ‘information architecture’ (How-to Guides, Notice Board, Community Centre, Links, Hot Topics and Case studies) are still there, and accessibility to the site is still of award-winning standard.

In overseeing the changes, the website’s community advisory group and the Department of Internal Affairs were guided by a 2005 user survey and suggestions for improvements from web visitors.
Check out the new look site at: www.community.net.nz


+13: Revised community development resource kit to be launched at NZCOSS conference.
This comprehensive resource kit has been produced by the Department of Internal Affairs and MSD's Family and Community Services.  It provides a guide to people setting up and running community groups in New Zealand. Topics covered include planning, employment, financial management and an introduction to the community sector.  The kit's content complements Keeping it Legal to provide two great sources of information to help community groups.

The revised kit will be launched on 17 October in Ashburton, and will be available online after that date.
+14: BP Vouchers for Volunteers allocated.
Last month, BP invited registered charities or volunteer organisations that rely on voluntary assistance and use vehicles to apply for thousands of BP fuel vouchers. BP was overwhelmed by the response, with over 3000 applications received from around the country. The 322 successful applicants are listed at http://www.bp.co.nz/Vouchers/vouchers_main.html. 

If you are a non-profit organisation that reimburses volunteers' petrol costs, the following information may be of interest:
· Land Transport NZ's Factsheet 18 on volunteers transporting passengers 

· Inland Revenue 2005 media release on reimbursement for the use of a private motor vehicle 

· Automobile Association vehicle running costs 

· Keeping it Legal Factsheet 9: People - Volunteers, employees and contractors
+15: NZ Disability Strategy workplans released
Forty-one government agencies (36 departments and five crown entities) have submitted work plans on how they intend to implement the NZ Disability Strategy, over the period 1 July 2006 to 30 June 2007. The Office for Disability Issues has worked closely with government agencies to continue to build understanding of the NZ Disability Strategy. Agencies have been encouraged to focus on activity that will make a real difference in the lives of disabled people.

To view the Plans, visit http://www.odi.govt.nz/nzds/work-plans/2006-07/index.html

+16: Community Voices Media Workshop in Invercargill - 6 November.
This workshop will provide an opportunity to develop strategies on working collaboratively to raise the profile of the sector and enhance your own communication skills. Participants will examine ways to identify key messages and express these through mainstream media, and develop collaborative communication strategies to maximise the value of media exposure.
For more information contact Maree Wilson (04) 381 2200 or maree@ideasshop.co.nz
[End of section 2].

++ End notes.

If you wish to be added to (or removed from) the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector distribution list for this e-newsletter and other regular communications, send an email to: ocvs@msd.govt.nz with your name and postal address.

The Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector exists to inspire co-operation and superb relationships between the government and the community and voluntary sector. You can find out more about the OCVS on our website: www.ocvs.govt.nz, 
by email at: ocvs@msd.govt.nz, phone: 04 918 9555, or by fax: 04 913 3080.  [Issue 6 ends]. 

