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Information sheet: The role of NGOs in political decision-making
New Zealand prides itself internationally on being a strong democracy with many avenues for citizen engagement in politics. It is through non-government organisations, interest groups, and social movements that citizens’ voices have been, and are, represented to policy-makers and politicians. 
The purpose of this research is to find out how this important role is exercised by NGOs, the degree to which it is successful, and the situations that might thwart or progress their aims under differing political climates.  In order to do this we have to better understand how NGOs work to make the voices of their organisations and constituencies heard in public policy debates, as well as the successes and failures that have to be coped with when undertaking active participation in political decision-making. This requires getting as many organisations’ views on the important role that NGOs play in advocating for political and social change in New Zealand. We hope your organisation will take time to complete the enclosed survey and return it to us by the end of September.
The aim of the survey is to both produce a report which will be of use to the NGO sector in its ongoing interactions with government, and to produce academic publications which can aid in our understanding of New Zealand state and society. In order to make the research easily accessible the final report will be published via the VUW website. The research team - Sandra Grey, Patricia Nickel, and Charles Sedgwick - are all employed at Victoria University of Wellington (VUW) and have a keen interest and prior publishing records in research with the NGO sector, social movements, and civil society (for current publications of the research team see http://www.victoria.ac.nz/sacs/index.aspx).
This research is being funded through a VUW research grant and has been built on a study completed by the Australia Institute in 2004, the results of which are published in a report Silencing Dissent: Non-government organisations and Australian democracy available from https://www.tai.org.au/
All responses to the survey will be dealt with in the strictest confidence. In order to ensure this confidentiality, responses will be presented in an aggregate form in all publications which result from this project.  It would help us if you could include the name of your organisation, but if you would prefer complete anonymity we are still keen to have your response.  To further protect confidentiality, completed surveys will be stored under lock and key, and will be destroyed two years after the project is completed.  The only people who will have access to the data collected will be the research team.

The enclosed survey covers at 10 year time frame.  Please feel free to work collaboratively to provide organisational memory about the political and policy advocacy roles carried out since 1999 by your NGO. Once you have completed the survey, please return it in the self-addressed, stamped envelope provided. 
If you are unsure if the survey is appropriate for you organisation, have any questions, require any additional information, or would like a e-version of the attached survey form, please feel free to contact: Sandra.grey@vuw.ac.nz  ph. 04 4635361;  Charles.sedgwick@vuw.ac.nz ph 04 463 5233 extn 8876

Warm Regards,
Drs Sandra Grey and Charles Sedgwick
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