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++Section 1: OCVS News & Events

+01: Message from the Director

Nga mihi mo te Tau Hau!  Happy New Year!  

Welcome to the second issue of the OCVS e-newsletter.  I hope you all had a restful holiday and have returned to work feeling optimistic about 2006.  
In the run up to Christmas, the OCVS and many other organisations celebrated International Volunteer Day on December 5 and, as part of this, the Federation of Voluntary Welfare Organisations, OCVS, and the Wellington Community Law Centre launched the Keeping it Legal E Ai Ki Te Ture resource.  The whole day was super-inspiring, with amazing volunteers telling their stories in their communities and in the media.  I congratulate all of you who currently volunteer, and wish you all well.

In the OCVS, we all participate in volunteering activities, and last year I supplemented my ongoing voluntary activities, by moving into the uncharted territory of becoming a subject for a long term medical experiment.   (Just so you know, it was on breathing, and I was part of the control group!)  

New Year’s resolutions figure largely in my household, and I usually begin the year feeling virtuous, only to slide into the same old bad habits.  So this year, I have consigned all previous and unattained resolutions regarding weight loss, chocolate consumption (see previous resolution), and gardening to the past.  This year my New Year’s resolution is to do more volunteering, so I will be well and truly in the groove for Volunteer Awareness Week in March. 
For those of you looking for new challenges this year, I draw your attention to our current vacancy. If you’d like to join a great team here at the OCVS, be sure to send in your application.
Naku noa na,

Brenda Ratcliff, Director, OCVS.


+02: Keeping it Legal E Ai Ki Te Ture – presentations schedule
The Hon. Luamanuvao Winnie Laban, Minister for the Community & Voluntary Sector, launched this highly-anticipated, new legal resource in Wellington on International Volunteer Day, and in Auckland in mid-December.  This resource, which was produced by the OCVS in partnership with the NZ Federation of Voluntary Welfare Organisations, helps voluntary organisations understand their legal risks and responsibilities. It can be viewed on-line at http://www.nzfvwo.org.nz/keepingitlegal/ or you can order a free hard copy by e-mailing info@msd.govt.nz.
The OCVS and NZFVWO will be making more than 30 Keeping it Legal presentations around New Zealand over the next few months.  For details of dates and venues, please see the schedule in the ‘News and Updates’ section of the OCVS website at: http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/. We recommend that you contact the relevant organisation for the location you wish to attend.

The OCVS and NZFVWO will continue to enhance the relevance and usefulness of Keeping it Legal E Ai Ki Te Ture, and we welcome your ideas and suggestions.


+03: Study of the non-profit sector – definitions paper available for comment
This joint initiative between government and the non-profit sector is mapping the size and nature of the non-profit sector in New Zealand to address the shortage of comprehensive and reliable data on non-profit organisations.
Statistics New Zealand is currently seeking comments on the working paper ‘Identifying Non-Profit Institutions in New Zealand’, which is on their website www.stats.govt.nz.  This paper discusses: 

- what is a ‘Non-Profit Institution’ (NPI)? 

- the units that we want to group and measure 

- the scope of the NPI Satellite Account, which will pull together economic information on all non-profit organisations in one place.
Please email Paul.Pascoe@stats.govt.nz with your comments about the working paper by 28 February 2006, with "NPI definitions" in the subject line. 

Following presentations in Christchurch and Wellington, community meetings will be held in Auckland on 13 February and Hamilton on 14 February to outline the work on defining the kinds of organisations that will fall within the boundaries of the non-profit sector satellite account. To find out more, or RSVP for either of these events contact gabrielle.smith010@msd.govt.nz or phone 04 918 9555.


+04: Volunteer Awareness Week: 12-18 March 2006
While International Volunteer Day focuses on celebrating the contribution of volunteers, Volunteer Awareness Week looks to the year ahead and aims to encourage greater participation in volunteering.  The incentive for having an Awareness Week came from New Zealand’s volunteer centres in the 1980s and was picked up as a national event in the 1990s.

Volunteer Awareness Week is a great opportunity to highlight the wide range of volunteering roles, (such as those listed at http://www.volunteernow.org.nz/home.html), and encourage first-timers to give volunteering a go. 
Volunteering New Zealand, the Department of Internal Affairs and the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector are working collaboratively to build a comprehensive picture of activities planned for the week.  Traditionally, the week’s activities include MPs getting involved in community volunteering, ‘Mayoral Challenges’, and various award ceremonies recognising the contribution of existing volunteers. 

If you have activities planned for Volunteer Awareness Week, we’d love to hear about them. E-mail your activity details to: ocvs@msd.govt.nz


+05: Good Practice in Action seminar draws large crowd
The OCVS hosted its third, and largest, Good Practice in Action seminar for government agencies in November 2005. The theme of this seminar was ‘Funding for Results’. 
The content included a presentation on the Auditor-General’s expectations of funding arrangements with NGOs, and case studies by the Bay of Plenty District Health Board, and the Ministry of Health in partnership with the Hokianga Health Enterprise Trust.  Copies of the presentations are available on the OCVS website at http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/work-programme/good-practice-in-action.html#seminars.
The Good Practice in Action seminar series aims to share best practice in government and community organisations’ relationships. These aims are also supported by the Good Practice Funding and Good Practice Participate electronic toolkits. Read more at http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/work-programme/good-practice-in-action.html 
Additional Good Practice in Action seminars will be held in 2006, although dates and topics have not yet been finalised.
+06: Volunteering research list under development

The OCVS and Volunteering New Zealand are working together to compile a comprehensive list of research on volunteering. A working list has been drawn up and we welcome people reviewing the list and letting us know of research projects not included. A copy of the draft list is available in the ‘News and Updates’ section of our website at www.ocvs.govt.nz.  
+07: Community & Voluntary Sector Research Forum - 22 February, 1-4pm
This quarterly forum in Wellington is convened by ANGOA (Association of Non-Governmental Organisations of Aotearoa) and the OCVS. The forums are open to everyone who is working to increase the pool of information on the voluntary sector by undertaking research or research-related projects, or by promoting or funding research; and also to those simply interested in finding out more about the research underway.  For more information contact: dave.henderson@angoa.org.nz.


+08: OCVS staff movements

The OCVS has experienced some staff changes over recent months.  In late 2005, Grant Aldridge joined as part-time Communications Advisor, and Gabrielle Smith was seconded as Executive Assistant, in place of Felicity Wilton who has temporarily moved to another role in the Ministry of Social Development.  Sally Jackman has left the OCVS to take up a role with NZAID, and Joyce-Anne Rahania is now on maternity leave.  Rosie Pears has completed her secondment with us and is now working with the Office for Disability Issues. For updated details on our team, check our website at http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/about/our-team.html. 
+09: Vacancy: Policy Analyst – apply now
The OCVS is looking for a policy analyst to join our committed team. To be successful in this role you will have previous policy experience in a government or non-government agency and an understanding of issues affecting the community and voluntary sector. This is a unique chance to work on important policy issues and initiatives within a social development framework and a stimulating and supportive working environment.  
To obtain a position description and application form, visit www.msd.govt.nz/careers or click here.
Applications close at 5.00pm on Friday 10 February 2006.

+10: Briefing to the Incoming Minister released

This official briefing provides an overview of issues for the community and voluntary sector, and information on the role and activities of the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector. You can view it on our website (www.ocvs.govt.nz). 

[End of section 1].


++Section 2: Sector & Government News & Events
If you have an event, conference or meeting related to community or voluntary issues, you are welcome to send a brief description of the event to us at ocvs@,sd.govt.nz for inclusion in our email updates.

+11: Robin Hood Foundation’s AdAid helps non-profits be heard

Modelled on a successful American pro-bono advertising concept, AdAid can give a voice to social sector non-profit organisations by hooking them up with advertising and communications experts. Read more at www.robinhood.org.nz 

+12: Community Internship Programme applications due by 23 March

The Community Internship Programme provides nearly $270,000 in grants each year for experienced and skilled people from the public, private or community and voluntary sectors to work within community organisations on a capacity building project. Read more on the Department of Internal Affairs website (http://www.dia.govt.nz). 
+13: Inaugural Volunteering Research Symposium -  7-8 March
Volunteering Australia, in conjunction with the 11th National Conference on Volunteering, invites researchers and research students with a strong and demonstrated interest in the field of volunteering to the Inaugural National Volunteering Research Symposium in Melbourne, Australia. Read more on this from the link at http://www.community.net.nz. 
+14: Changes to Telecom’s community support programme

Organisations wishing to benefit from the new Telecom Community Connection Programme, need to make an application by 28 February 2006.  Read more at http://www.telecom.co.nz.

[End of section 2].


++ End notes.
If you wish to be added to (or removed from) the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector distribution list for this e-newsletter and other regular communications, send an email to: ocvs@msd.govt.nz, with your name, and postal address.

The Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector exists to inspire co-operation and superb relationships between the government and the community and voluntary sector. You can find out more about the OCVS on our website: www.ocvs.govt.nz, by email at: ocvs@msd.govt.nz, phone: 04 918 9555, or by fax: 04 913 3080.

[Issue 2 ends]. 

