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The Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector

invites you to attend a free afternoon workshop on good practice 

in community-government engagement, featuring two presenters: 

Trish Hall:

Brokering successful cross-sector partnerships

and

Mary Richardson:

Advocacy – an essential component of a healthy and vibrant democracy 

Further information on these topics and presenters is below.

Wednesday 31 March 2010, 1.00pm-4.30pm

(Tea/coffee available 12.45pm; Afternoon tea 2.40pm)

Venue: Christchurch Netball Centre

455 Hagley Ave, Christchurch
RSVP: Places are limited, so to reserve a place email: ocvs@msd.govt.nz or phone: 04 918 9555 by 24/03/2010
The Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector is based in the Ministry of Social Development in Wellington. It focuses on strengthening relationships between government agencies and the community and voluntary sector.
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Workshop details

Trish Hall:  Brokering successful cross-sector partnerships

Partnerships are easier to aspire to than to achieve. A decisive factor in the success of partnering is the skill of partnership brokers or practitioners (who can be internal or external to the partner organisations).
The role of this partnership broker is frequently overlooked and seldom developed. This seminar is an opportunity for you to consider yourself as a broker.  It will challenge you to:

· consider how you can be the honest broker between your organisation and others

· think through the pros and cons of real partnerships for big challenges and opportunities

· explore the partnership brokers’ kit bag of capabilities at each phase of partnering

· commit to the next partnering steps, appropriate for you and your organisation.

Trish Hall, a Director at Thought Partners, facilitates cross-sector partnerships, builds partnership brokers’ capability, and designs participative evaluation processes.  Trish is accredited with distinction by the Partnership Brokers Accreditation Scheme and is a mentor on this global programme.  

Mary Richardson:  Advocacy – an essential component of a healthy and vibrant democracy 

Debate is fundamental to the development of good public policy and a well-functioning democracy. Governments that are open to policy debate enhance their own legitimacy and strengthen the quality of decision-making. Dissenting views are an essential aspect of public debate. 

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) serve several important functions in the policy debate, including providing information and opinions that would otherwise not be heard; representing marginalised groups that otherwise have no public voice; and providing a cost-effective channel for consultation.

This seminar is an opportunity to consider the advocacy process, including: 

· what is advocacy? 
· what are the essential elements of a good advocacy process?

· how to represent marginalised and stigmatised groups and issues that are not ‘vote winners’

· advocacy from within, through mechanisms such as collaborative partnerships and deliberative forums.  

· advocating from outside the policy making process 

· what restricts the advocacy role of NGOs?
Mary Richardson is the Executive Director of Christchurch Methodist Mission. The vision of the Christchurch Methodist Mission is a socially just and inclusive society. Mary has previously held senior positions within central and local government both in New Zealand and Australia. 

