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ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE STUDY OF THE 

NEW ZEALAND NON-PROFIT SECTOR 

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Preamble

This is a joint initiative between government and the non-profit sector to build a picture of the nature and extent of non-profit sector activities and volunteering in New Zealand.

The project has two facets:

· development of satellite accounts for the non-profit sector

· participation in the Johns Hopkins Comparative Non-Profit Sector Project.
In Budget 2004, the Government committed funding for the development of “satellite accounts” for the non-profit sector
. This means that statistical data will be produced by Statistics New Zealand (SNZ) on the economic value of the non-profit sector and volunteering. This information will supplement the existing System of National Accounts.

Alongside this work, New Zealand is to become a participant in an international study of the non-profit sector conducted by Johns Hopkins University (Baltimore). The “Johns Hopkins’ project” requires both quantitative and qualitative data about the non-profit sector in New Zealand. This material will be compared to data from other countries. 

Purpose of the Advisory Committee

The purpose of the New Zealand Advisory Committee (“the Advisory Committee”) is to provide advice on the development of the non-profit sector satellite accounts, and to jointly manage, with the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector (OCVS), New Zealand’s input to the Johns Hopkins’ project. The Advisory Committee will fulfil the role of “Local Advisory Committee” for the Johns Hopkins project.

Functions of the Advisory Committee

The Advisory Committee will assist SNZ in the development of the satellite accounts for the non-profit sector by providing:
· advice on satellite account requirements and priorities (eg scope and coverage of the account, key variables and measures, supplementary information to include with the account)
· feedback on the strategies being adopted to compile and disseminate the account including the proposed scope, timeframe, use of data sources, strategies for dealing with any data gaps; and how data will be disseminated
· feedback on issues arising during the compilation of the account that are not addressed in the System of National Accounts or the Handbook on Non-Profit Institutions in the System of National Accounts
· feedback on issues arising during the development of the account that are likely to impact on expected outputs (eg cases where it may not be possible to publish data).

The Advisory Committee will work with the OCVS in managing the Johns Hopkins’ project, including:

· reviewing the input received from Johns Hopkins

· overseeing, in conjunction with the OCVS, the management of the project, including timeframes, determination of key deliverables, fundraising

· participating in selection of a researcher or researchers who will investigate and compile the material required by Johns Hopkins University

· monitoring the work of the researcher(s), including:

· ensuring the process used to gather material is appropriate

· reviewing and approving written drafts

· ensuring input from the non-profit sector, promoting the project, and reporting on progress to community-based stakeholders at least annually.
Role of Statistics New Zealand 

SNZ will:
· develop official statistics in the form of a non-profit institutions satellite account for New Zealand following international guidelines outlined in the United Nations’ Handbook on Nonprofit Institutions in the System of National Accounts

· publish the satellite account according to standard SNZ release protocols

· seek input from the Advisory Committee to guide the development of the account

· provide advice to the OCVS researcher(s) regarding statistical data required by Johns Hopkins University.
SNZ will be responsible for reporting to the Minister of Statistics on progress with the satellite accounts, which are fully funded by government.
Role of the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector 
The OCVS will:

· act as the secretariat for the Advisory Committee

· manage the budget for the Johns Hopkins work

· contract the researcher(s)
· develop and manage a contract with Johns Hopkins University.

OCVS will be responsible for reporting to the Minister for the Community and Voluntary Sector on the Johns Hopkins’ work, noting that this work is jointly funded from government and philanthropic sources.

Role of the Advisory Committee chairperson

The Advisory Committee will decide on a chairperson whose role will be to:

· chair meetings of the Advisory Committee

· be a key point of contact between the OCVS/SNZ and the Advisory Committee

· liaise with the OCVS to determine meeting agendas 

· maintain an overview of stakeholder interests.
Role of the researcher

The OCVS will contract a researcher or researchers to prepare responses to the Johns Hopkins University “field guides” in relation to:

· terminology and definitions

· historical analysis of the non-profit sector

· legal analysis 

· policy context

· impact of the sector.

The researcher(s) will be jointly monitored by the OCVS and the Advisory Committee. The researcher(s) will also liaise with SNZ in development of the statistical data, and will compile the overall New Zealand report for Johns Hopkins University.
Membership
The Advisory Committee will comprise approximately 8 non-government members, with co-option of additional expertise at certain stages of the project, if required. Some key government officials with a specific interest in non-profit sector research will also participate.

Membership will comprise a mix of representatives from the non-profit sector, cultural perspectives, funder organisations, academia and research backgrounds.  

Members will have:

· strong understanding of the non-profit sector and non-profit sector networks

· high credibility in the eyes of the non-profit sector, government, the press, research community and business

· clear commitment to the project 

· demonstrated ability to work collaboratively towards constructive outcomes.
In addition, some members will have specific knowledge of: 
· Maori perspectives 

· existing research into the non-profit sector 

· social and economic research processes 

· monitoring/ reviewing contracts

· application of research outcomes to policy. 

Frequency and duration 
Membership of the Advisory Committee is for a 3 year term subject to annual confirmation of ongoing project funding. The first meeting will be held in October/November 2004. It is anticipated that there will be up to 5 meetings in 2004/05 and 8 meetings in 2005/06, reducing to about 4 meetings in 2006/07. Continuance of the committee in some form will then be reviewed.

Finances

The project costs involve administration of the Advisory Committee (SNZ, OCVS), quantitative research (SNZ), qualitative research (OCVS) and involvement with Johns Hopkins (OCVS). Costs will be met jointly by philanthropic grants and government contributions.

Fees for non-government members will be based on the Government guidelines for membership of statutory and other bodies. Fees and approved travel expenses associated with attending meetings will be administered by OCVS. 

� Satellite accounts for households will be developed by Statistics New Zealand as a second phase which falls outside this terms of reference.
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