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Progress Report

Committee for the Study of the New Zealand Non-Profit Sector
Meeting 29 February 2008
Members of the Committee reviewed the first draft of the New Zealand National Report, which will compare the New Zealand non-profit sector with those over 30 other countries. A revised timeframe was discussed. The publication launched in July 2008 and will be available on-line and in hard-copy. 
Members noted that the National Report will mainly focus on comparative statistics, accompanied by some contextual material on definitions, the contours of the sector and key issues facing the sector. 

Alongside the National Report, Massey University has prepared a paper on the history of the sector, which expands on historical material in Defining the Non-Profit Sector: New Zealand.  This will be available mid-year. A full account of policy issues will also be completed by Massey University by 5 December 2008.
Statistics NZ also tabled a paper on possibilities for future Non-Profit Institutions Satellite Account publications. Statistics New Zealand’s preferred option was to publish the next account in 2011 (for the 2008 year), once the new Time Use Survey data was available to update the voluntary labour estimates. Discussion on whether time series being produced for 2004 to 2008 was useful. 
Jeff Cope of Statistics New Zealand presented on his attendance at a Bonn conference for statistical agencies, which had been organised by Lester Salamon of Johns Hopkins University. Jeff concluded that New Zealand is well placed internationally in terms of its thorough implementation of the Handbook on Non-profit Institutions in the System of National Accounts.

The next Committee meeting was set for 7 May 2008 and would cover details of the publication and launch of the National Report, discussion of the implication of the National Report at the Australia New Zealand Third Sector Research Conference in Auckland (18-19 November 2008), and the future of the Committee.


