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The History of the Non-profit Sector in New Zealand

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Why do we need a history of the non-profit sector in New Zealand?

This paper explores historical questions and issues considered by several other countries participating in the Johns Hopkins University study of the non-profit sector. It will enable some international comparisons and even some generalizations, and is immensely valuable for our own situation. Understanding where we have come from will only widen our perspective on, and deepen our appreciation of, the current and future roles, scope and resourcing of this important sector in Aotearoa New Zealand society.
2. Who is involved in this work?

The History of the Non-profit Sector in New Zealand was written by a team of independent researchers from Massey University. Their work was commissioned by the Committee for the Study of the New Zealand Non-profit Sector, in partnership with the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector. The Committee is a collaborative group comprising academics, community researchers, and members of non-profit organisations, philanthropic organisations, and government agencies. 
3. What is the content of The History of the Non-profit Sector in New Zealand?
The History of the Non-Profit Sector in New Zealand is an analysis on the historical forces and players that have shaped the non-profit sector in New Zealand. The main themes are:

· Māori kin-based structures for governance of hapū and iwi represent a distinctive form of organisation internationally. Māori have also borrowed from British legal forms such as incorporated societies, and participate in the organisations of mainstream society.

· New Zealand was colonised by Britain during the Victorian era, and so has a number of related characteristics. These include the legal forms available, the relationship of philanthropy to non-profits, and the high incidence of sporting and social service organisations, which were prevalent in Victorian Britain.
· The welfare state fostered a close collaboration between key non-profit organisations and government, and led to an infusion of public resources. 
· The relationship between the state and the non-profit sector has generally been amicable – although there have been periods of tension. The relationship became especially strained during the state-sector reforms of the 1990s and the move to contract-based service provision.

· New Zealand’s history shows that it is possible for a strong state and a strong non-profit sector to co-exist (ie a strong state does not necessarily crowd out non-profit sector activity).
4. Who is funding this work?

Funding for this project has been provided by the Ministry of Social Development, the Tindall Foundation and the combined Community Trusts. 
5. What has analysis of the history highlighted?

The initial work on the historical dimensions of the project has identified the enormous diversity and continuing adaptability of the non-profit sector. The sector has deep historical roots that underpin its current activities and relationship with government. There are a number of ways in which the development of the New Zealand non-profit sector is parallelled by the sector elsewhere around the world, most especially the sector’s vast expansion since the 1970s. There are also some important differences, for instance around Māori organisations. While there is an increasingly wide range of legislation now impacting upon the sector, historically it was not tightly regulated, and this has been important in facilitating its diverse forms and flexibility.
6. What has the government done to improve relationships between the State and the non-profit sector in New Zealand?
The government is continuing to work on building strong and respectful relationships between government and community, voluntary and iwi/Māori organisations.
7. How will The History of the Non-profit Sector in New Zealand be publicised and distributed?

The publication will be available in hard copy from the OCVS and can be downloaded from http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/work-programme/non-profit-study.html.
8. What happens next in the Study of the New Zealand Non-profit Sector?

The Committee has also released The New Zealand Non-profit Sector in Comparative Perspective  (August 2008). The next major milestones for the project are:

· A collated listing of research on the non-profit sector in New Zealand, by Jackie Sanders, Margaret Tennant and Michael O’Brien – to be published by the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector, later in 2008.

· An exploration of the policy environment within which non-profit organisations operate in New Zealand, based on draft material provided to JHU during the course of developing the The New Zealand Non-profit Sector in Comparative Perspective. This will be published by the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector in 2009.




PAGE  
2

