Community & Voluntary Sector Non-Profit Institutions (NPIs) sub-sector profiles – Key facts


Law, advocacy & politics
Includes advocacy groups that work to promote civil and other rights, or advocate the interests of general or special constituencies.  

· 8th largest group (2.6%) in terms of numbers of non-profit institutions:
2,500

· 8th largest group (2.4%) by number of employees:
2,490 

· 91.2% of these NPIs rely entirely on volunteers to maintain their operations. 

· Economic contribution is 9th largest amongst all NPI activity groups.
2.3%

· Main income: 
64.1% from sales of goods/services, 26.5% from membership, donations and grants

 

4 distinctive subgroups
1.   Civic and advocacy organisations subgroup includes advocacy institutions, civil rights, ethnic and civic associations. (NZ examples: Government Superannuitants Assn, 
NZ Chinese Assn, Advocacy Network Service, residents and ratepayers assns, 
student assns, the Polynesian Society)
1,930 NPIs
2.   Law and legal services subgroup includes legal services, crime prevention and public policy, rehabilitation, of offenders, victim support and consumer protection. (NZ examples: 
Victim Support, restorative justice services, Tenants Protection Assn, Consumers Institute)




200 NPIs
3.   Political organisations subgroup covers activities and services to support the placing of particular candidates into political office. 
(NZ examples: NZ National Party, NZ Labour Party, other political parties)
320 NPIs
4. 
Support and ancillary services covers NPIs not adequately covered in sub-groups above, but related in purpose.
50 NPIs
Notable characteristics, exclusions and inclusions:

· Although this is a relatively small sub-sector in terms of numbers of NPIs, there is a significant number of important stakeholders for OCVS to reach.  Given their likely influence in other fields, this is probably warranted.
· The particular focus of these NPIs is to give a group representation within the public arena – providing benefits such as social cohesion, legal protection or a voice to parts of society that may not be well-represented otherwise. 

· This sub-sector represents 2 to 3% of all NPIs across all key statistics 
(ie: more consistent across the board than other sub-sectors.)

· Many NPIs advocate, provide legal services or have political agendas, but if this is not their primary activity they are counted in another sub-sector (eg: social services). 

Key statistics
Law, advocacy & politics
All NPIs
% of all NPIs
Rank
Number of NPIs employing paid staff
210
9,780
2.1
8
Number of NPIs not employing paid staff
2,280
87,220
2.6
8
Total number of NPIs
2,500
97,000
2.6
8 

Number of employees
2,490
105,340
2.4
8

Contribution to GDP excl. unpaid work ($000)
 83,988
3,640,162
2.3
9
Data drawn from Statistics NZ’s Non-Profit Institutions Satellite Account 2004
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