Community & Voluntary Sector Non-Profit Institutions (NPIs) sub-sector profiles – Key facts


Religion
Includes churches, temples, shrines and their governing bodies. 

· 3rd largest group (10.2%) in terms of numbers of non-profit institutions:
9,890

· Has the 2nd largest number of institutions (1,910) employing staff, 
but only the 5th largest number of employees (ie: many small employers):
9,390 

· 80.7% of these NPIs rely entirely on volunteers to maintain their operations. 

· Economic contribution is 6th largest amongst all NPI activity groups.
7.9%

· Main income: 71% from donations, memberships & grants (compared with 24% for all NPIs)

 

2 subgroups
1.   Religious congregations and associations subgroup includes churches and similar institutions promoting religious beliefs and administering religious services and rituals.
9,080 NPIs
2.   Support and ancillary services covers NPIs not adequately covered in 
subgroup above, but related in purpose. (eg: Christian bookshops)
810 NPIs

 

Notable characteristics, exclusions and inclusions:

· One of the few areas of society in which all institutions are non-profit. 

· The social and economic influence of religious institutions extends into other activities such as education, health and social services, where many institutions have a clear religious affiliation. However where a separate institution has been set up to deliver those services, it has been counted in the relevant activity sector (eg: In Education and Research, 7.5% of institutions on Statistics’ NZ Business Frame had names that clearly identified them as being affiliated to a religious body. This was almost 10% in social services.)

· Category also includes missionary societies, evangelistic groups like open air campaigners, units distributing religious materials and centres for religious education outside of the Education activity group. 

· Almost 70% of contribution of GDP from the Religion group is from local places of worship. Regional and national administrative bodies add a further 20%.

· Statistics NZ identified 3,068 places of worship, not including 27 national bodies

· The administrative arm of the Christian church is economically significant because of its size.

· 2006 Census showed an increase in the diversity of religious affiliation (16 categories):
Total Christians: 2,027,418 (Anglicans & Catholics over half a million each)
Hindu: 64,392
Buddhist: 52,365
Islam/Muslim: 36,072

No religion: 1,297,104

 
Key statistics
Religion
All NPIs
% of all NPIs
Rank
Number of NPIs employing paid staff 
1,910
9,780
19.5
2

Number of NPIs not employing paid staff 
7,980
87,220
9.1
3

Total number of NPIs
9,890
 97,000
10.2
3
Number of employees
9,390
105,340
8.9
5

Contribution to GDP excl. unpaid work ($000)
287,151
3,640,162
7.9
6
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