Kia Tutahi Standing Together

Steering Group to develop the Community-Government Relationship Agreement

Fact sheet 3: Outcomes from the 2009 National Community-Government Forum


The national Community-Government forum in November 2009 provided an opportunity for participants to explore the key elements that might be in a Relationship Agreement, and the steps in the process to develop it. The discussion focussed on:
The need for a robust process
Participants wanted to see something happen quickly that would build on what has gone before, but cautioned that there needs to be enough time to “ensure the waka is moving forward and we all participate in the journey”. They stressed the importance of the sector and government working together and wide participation of the sector at all levels, with opportunities for extensive engagement and consultation with the sector on a draft agreement. Participants emphasised the need to build on what has gone before and learn from the development of similar agreements.
A values-based agreement
Participants strongly emphasised the need for values to underpin an agreement, in particular respect, trust and inclusiveness, and for it to acknowledge the power imbalance between the parties, and the Treaty of Waitangi. They stressed the importance of an agreement being an aspirational document. 
Implementation of an agreement
Participants indicated that further discussion is needed about whom in the community and voluntary sector would be identified to sign-up to the final document. By engaging amongst its members the sector could ensure that it has an effective platform for clarifying community leadership and the sector’s aspirations. Once signed, a mechanism is needed to measure whether the agreement is working and to ensure government accountability. Participants emphasised the importance of a sustainable agreement through successive Governments. They stressed the need for leadership and sponsorship of the agreement at all levels, with a genuine, committed response from government.
Form and components of the Agreement

Participants advocated for a clear structure but there were no specific proposals. There was support from some caucus groups for agreements based on a set of frameworks as discussed in Pat Hanley’s paper circulated at the forum, available at the following link http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/news-and-updates/comm-govt-forum-2009.html
The agreement should also be written in simple, accessible language, whilst being detailed enough to enable its effective implementation.
Participants stressed the importance of ensuring that the voices of Pacific peoples, people with disabilities and ethnic communities are heard and reflecting all levels of the sector from grassroots to umbrella groups. Maori through whanau, hapu, and iwi, will need to determine their own pathway. 
For further information on the forum refer to 
http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/news-and-updates/comm-govt-forum-2009.html
Agreements from the Community-Government forum in 2007

At the previous Community-Government forum in 2007 the following agreements were also made:

1. The need for an independent from government, sector-led, government-funded group representing the sector and this to be based on The Tiriti/Treaty of Waitangi Relationships Framework.

2. The way forward for the Sector needs to operate locally, regionally and nationally.

3. There is a need for a sector-led review, with government, of the all funding relationships with the sector. 

4. The way forward builds on all of the existing developments, such as the Tangata Whenua, Community and Voluntary Sector Research Centre of Excellence, the clearing house, ComVOiceS etc.

5. To provide continuity, ANGOA be asked to facilitate discussions on interim and transitional arrangements with the Community Sector Taskforce towards the independent body in dialogue with the sector. 
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