Kia Tutahi Standing Together

Steering Group to develop the Community-Government Relationship Agreement

Minister for the Community and Voluntary Sector’s intentions 


The portfolio goals of the Minister for the Community and Voluntary Sector, Hon Tariana Turia, are:

· a valued community and voluntary sector portfolio

· empowered communities

· trusting government and community and voluntary sector relationships.

Minister Turia wants to achieve strong relationships between government and the community and voluntary sector because she believes that when government and the community are working well together, communities, whānau and families all benefit.

Community-government relationships exist, not for their own sake, but to deliver the best results possible for citizens, families and whānau. 

Minister Turia wants citizens, families and whānau to be enabled to actively participate in their communities. She is particularly keen to support those who are currently ‘hard-to-reach’ and whose voices government often fails to hear.

A principles-based Relationship Agreement will guide community-government relationships.

Minister Turia is constantly urging and offering guidance to her Cabinet colleagues on the benefits gained from working constructively with the community and voluntary sector.

She has asked government agency chief executives to commit their organisations to strong relationships with the sector and expects them to use their influence and show leadership in this area.

The Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector exists to help government agencies do a better job when interacting with community and voluntary sector organisations and to promote the importance of government and the sector working together productively.
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