Kia Tutahi Standing Together Steering Group 

Kia ora

You haven’t heard from the Steering Group in some time, while we have been working through the feedback on the draft relationship agreement and preparing the Steering Group report. Thank you again for your contribution and participation in the ongoing conversation. We heard valuable feedback and were able to participate in constructive and thought-provoking discussions. We appreciated hearing the many different voices of people within communities and government.
The Steering Group considered the feedback from many of you on the difficulties of holding parties accountable to a high level agreement. We decided to propose to the Minister that the agreement be re-framed as a Relationship Accord. We feel this better reflects the aspirational nature of the document and does not imply expectations of legal redress that cannot be met.

We discussed with the Minister and Associate Minister for the Community and Voluntary Sector the need for further work to give effect to the Accord and have worked with the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector on ways to do this.
We have now handed over our report, including the draft Accord and an implementation plan to Minister Turia. Upon her acceptance of the report, she will present the Accord to her Cabinet colleagues seeking their endorsement of the Accord and the release of the report. 

Thank you once again for your interest and support for this important work. The Steering Group’s role is now coming to an end but we welcome your further interest and encourage your involvement in the next stage of this work. 
Nga mihi nui

[image: image1.png]


                                                    [image: image2.png]



Hori Awa









Don Gray

Co-Chair









Co-Chair

Kia Tutahi-Standing Together





Kia Tutahi-Standing Together Steering Group 








Steering Group

PAGE  
2

